CRIME BREAKS TRUST.  FORGIVENESS RESTORES TRUST.

Crime breaks trusts among people in a community.  If trust continues to be broken, it becomes destructive to a people’s and community’s well being.

What restores that trust?

1. Revenge and Retaliation Strategies?

2. Love, Acceptance and Forgiveness Strategies?

3. Some combination of both?

Often in our culture we have had to rely on the State to ensure our community’s and our own personal safety and well being.  This is not uncommon in many lands.  This has to be.  

However, there is a call given by God in the Judeo-Christian Scriptures 

which invites and asks people to consider entering into an accepting, loving 

and forgiving community, one built on trust, goodwill and cooperation that 

fights for the welfare of its recognizable members and its neighbors.  It is a 

model for us to follow, and it has broad implications (cf. ROMANS 13, The 

Holy Bible).  

When crimes and/or other injustices occur in our community such offenses are often handled by the authorities.  But as the Scriptures would point out, there is a very real responsibility that understanding and compassionate individuals can assume.  These people can choose to fight to plant seeds of right-relationships in their community.  This of course still leaves room for the authorities to do their necessary work for the safety of the larger community.  

In a broad sense then, this is the dream of Restorative Justice which we seek to invite and embody amid the broken relationships and trust that currently exists in our community.  

Thank you for considering joining us in this wonderful responsibility.

